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Scaſonable Remark 
UPON | 
ONE SECTION 


OF 


Dr. Davenants Book. 


HE Books this Doctor hath writ,” and this laſt, ſhews 
the Author to be an excellent Perſon for his Sagacity 
in Politick Affairs, Wit, Learning, Language, which 
the Reader muft praiſe, and that deſervedly, while 

himſelf muſt yet ſay in his own Conſcience, that the plain Ho- 
neſty, which is in the Book, is better than all. 

I did long to fee what he had ſaid about the Occa/ional Bill. 
there having ſome given out that he had written againſt ir, 
and I found One Section about Liberty of Conſcience, where- 
in he ſpeaks freely and fully againſt Perſecution, which he 
may do ſafely, when thoſe that are for the Bill do the ſame ; 
for under Pretence of that, themoſt wiſe and malignant againſt 
the Diſſenters have ear given them : But as for what is offer- 
ed by him againſt bringing in that Bz//, he does dreſs in ſuch a 
fine manner, ſo prudently, and with that care of what he 
ſays, without naming the B/, that thoſe Gentlemen that 
have been on their March to bring irin again, and come to the 
Place where it lyes ſlain by him, were not like ſo much as to 
Rtand ftill, as they did at * and Amaſa s Fall; for 1 

A 2 at. 


(4) 

Matter is as good as covered with a Cloth for them to paſs on, 
and not be retarded by what he bath done. He hath indeed 
- ſhewn his honeſt Mind to be againſt the B; and I do think 
indeed that he hath deſerved the Thanks of many, that he hath - 
faid ſo much as he has; for any thing he ſays will go for 
ſomething : But I cannot-promiſe him any Thanks from God, 
becayſe he hath ſaid nothing alſo far taking off the Sacramen- 
cal-Toſ -. which if he had do Tm be manifeſt᷑ there- 
by, had wrote upon the Score of Religion, and out of 

nſcience towards him. 

The DoQtor cannot but be ſenſible, how ſome out of Hypocri- 
fie, and more out of Profaneneſs, and Regardleſneſs of God 


and Religion, de 2 only to gualifie them for 
an Office (v 1 the Occaſions! Conſoumity to bs prevented) 
and that ſo long as the Statute or Statutes remain in Force, 
— make the — be a 1 Civil or 

ilitary Offices, it wi d; and yet hath he not upon 
* 0 8 Oecaſion ſpoken one Word againſt that 
Sven Mts, fe den 


Hows InjuoRtiory, © It is a Piece of Sgt 
the Book * "a ial, very rate to 4 wiſe Man, and noted for 
ration Purſyed, it» to venture his Reputation for God. The 
P. 36, 37. Doftor moreover does know (I ſuppoſe) the 

Divinity of the Schovls, not unagreeable to. 


- - - Fuſſio, Confilium, Conſenſus, Pelpo, Recurſus :: 
Participans, Mutuc, bee tin manifeſtans. 


By which Word Matus does he ſtand guilty of the profa- 
ning the Holy Sacrament by. all ſuch, as his writing to take 
that Teſt off might have prevented; and he hath no way ſo 

well to deliver his Soul from it, as by ſupplying, either in a 
' ſecond Edition of this Book, or in another, on purpoſe what 
he hath here omitted. 

For redeeming this Neglect, there is a Book written for this 
Bill, very ſhrewdly, rationally, collectively out of the Houſe 
of Commons Papers, and for anſwering thoſe of the Houſe 
of Lords, which gives him a tempeſtive Occafion for it. Ir 
is 2 Book of Four Sheets, in Folio, printed for Nut the Pub- 
liſher, but kept up, and ſent about only privately, to ſtrengthen 

| a Tarty, 
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4 Party, 8 
mould be anſtrer d. It is like this Book will be put in the 
Dodtor's Hands, as fit for him, above any Man, to encounter; 


ſhew indeed Qui vir fir, It is one thing to write a Book to 
Pleaſe, which may be done by the Lenociny of Words; and 
another thing to write one to Convince, which is done only 
by that plain, dry, Nomon of a thing, Reaſon, or Light 
which is called Lumen Siccum, not Maceratum, by my Lor 
Bacon. The Effays of which great Man this good Doctor 
ſhall do well to remember (for Humility's fake) when he re- 
viſes his own, which are exquiſitely alſo performed. 


Since I wrote. this, a Book came to my Hand, which 
reading, I perceived to be this fame Book, only the Title 


changed, and a Name, greatly reſpected by me, put to it. 
And there is a Dedication to the Queen, with one Par h 


in it that engages the Doctor, and I hope does my Work. I 


proceed therefore to note to the Doctor this one manifeſt, open, 
notorious, (if not wilful) Fault or Defe& in the Bil laſt Seſſi- 


on; that when there was fo much Care taken (or pretended . 
to be taken) to prevent the receiving the Sacrament only for an 


Office in the Diſſenter, there was none taken at all to prevent 
the Sin, in eodem genere mali, in the Conſormiſt, 
are ſo many, and many, that go ordinarily to Church, (which 
is already intimated) who are moſt Looſe, Prophane, Un- 


ly, Perſons; yet having Places, or Offices, by Land or 


„and made ers, they come, and (bringing Witneſſes 
like themſelves) take the Holy Sacrament, only to this end, to 
qualifie them for their Office or Place, becauſe the Law re- 
quires it, when elſe they would not come at all ; and fo re- 


ceiving unworthily, they eat and drink their Damnation, and 


no regard is taken to prevent it by this Bl. 


To receive the Sacrament toany end than that for which Chriſt - 


hath inſtituted it, is a certain Sin and Violation of it; and to 


receive the ſame, only to qualifie a Man for an Office, is doing 


ſo. Now to prevent this Sin is undoubtedly a very good thing, 
a holy Work, and not to be given off, but proſecuted, eſpe- 
cially in the Houſe of Lords, by the Biſhops, thoſe that are 


moderate, and much more thoſe that are zealous for God's 


Houſe ; and all ſuch noble Men, who are Churehmen, not out 


haps kept awhile from coming abroad; left i2- 


which if he dare do, he ſhall ſerve the Nation greatly, and 


ing there. 


ot 
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of Form, but Conſcience, and ſhew it by the Liturgical Service 


they uſe to daily in their Families. And if there be 
Gentlemen in the Houſe of Commons could endure it, it is not 
any ſuch ought, will, or can, in the Lord's Houſe endu 
with Allowance, the Sin and Damnation of ſo many to be ſti 
unprevented, when ſuch a. Bill hath given Occaſion to prevent 
it; notwithſtanding; the overly: Religion of too many have 


hitherto carried it ſo, as if God might be Mocked, and the ta- 


king the Sacrament only for an Office no Sin in the Carat, 
ſo long as he goes not to Mectings, which they render fo Pe- 
nal and Abominable in the Diſſenter. Curſed be he that doth 
the Workof tbe Lord deceit fully. oh. 
Let every Man be aſſured by what is ſaid, that there is no 
Bill can be made for preventing the Evil (the Good is not to 
be prevented) of Orcaſional Conformity in the Conſormiſt and 
Nonconformiſt; that is, the taking the Sacrament only for an 
Office in all Perſons, but by taking off the Sacramental Teſt. 
It is objected, that if the Sacramental Teſt be taken off, then 
the Papiſts will be let into Offices; bur this is anſwered by the 
Bogk (which was given the Doctor's Man to give him) enti- 
tuled, Moderation Pumſued, Printed for J. Robinſon, at the 


Golden Lion in St. Paul's Church- yard; and by the Draught of 


a Bill; eſpecially to that Purpoſe, in the End of it. There are 
Two Things the Law requires, as a Teſt, to keep the Papiſt from 
Offices; one is, the renouncing Tranſubſtantiation ; the other, 
to take the Sacrament alſo at Church. Now when the one alone 
is enough to exclude the Papiſt, and more is but needleſs, the 
Injunction further of taking the Sacrament (that being impro- 
r to any Temporal Office) may be repealed, and ſo a Bill 
drawn up eaſily, as it is there done already. It may be 
ſaid farther, Then the Diſſenter will be let in. I anſwer, Not 
one Diſjentcr more, that is an Hypocrite, than now. And as 
for the truly conſciencious, it is but few of them can come in, 
becauſe the Government has no Favour for Diſſenters; and as 
for theſe few, if there were more of them, it were for the Bene- 
fit, not Hurt of the Commonwealth. 
In fine, to deal in this Matter as indifferent on both Sides, I 
will lay the Ax to the Root of the Cauſe. A hard thing it is 
tor a, % to debar a Sort of Men in the Nation, now tolerated 


10 Offices; from having any henceforward. Unto which it 


may be anſwered, They have no Right to any, and therefore no 
Wrong 


(7) 
Wrong to be kept from them. It is harder for a Bl to take 
away the Capacity of having any. as this B/ does. To which 
it may be ſaid, We deal ſo with Papiſts; this dealing is prece- 
dented in them, and we muſt be impartial, if juſt. There are 
Two Queſtions: then to be debated: One, whether it be E 
Republica (for the common Good, and moſt for the common 
Good) that the Diſſenters have Offices as well as Churchmen, 
or not? The other, Whether there be the ſame Reaſon. in re- 


gard to the Publick, for excluding Difſenters as Papiſt ? Ur 


to which laſt it muſt be ſaid, and acknowledged by all, that 


there is a clear Difference, through the one's owning a Foreign 
Juriſdiction, and the others ſwearing againſt it. Let it be 
ſuppoſed then, that upon a Plenary Debate of the former Que- 


ſtion (which needs that Debate) the Point be carried by the 


Judgment of both Houſes, that it is E Republica, to let nons 


but Churchmen have Offices, then muſt I make the Motion 


that this Bill be made Two Bille, to do God and Man Right 
both. The one ſhould be entituled, A Bill to * the E- 
vil of Occaſional Conformity: The other, A Bill to prevent 
Danger that may ariſe from Perſons going to Meetings. The 
firſt muſt paſs into an Act, for God muſt be ſerved, and it can 
be made ual no otherwiſe as to Conformiſt and Noncon- 
farmiſt both, but by taking off the Sacramental Teſt. If this then 
be firſt ſincerely done, let the other Bill be brought, on God's 
Name, into Trial, whether there be any ſuch Danger as is 
pretended, whether the Common-wealth ſhall really Dezr:- 


mentum Capere, by letting the Diſſenter into Offices as well as the 


Churchmen, or no? If it be ſo judged by the major. part of both 
Houſes, this B:// muſt paſs alſo; and having the Sanction of the 
Queen, it is a Law by our Conſtitution, and there is no Com- 
plaint of Wrong can be made by any, but it muſt be ſilenced, 
and the ACt be juſtified, upon this Account, that the pri- 
vate Benefit, Profit, nay, Right, of private Men muſt give Place. 
to the Emolument of the Publick. To which End I will take 
a Letter concerning the Redreſs of Grievances out of a Book 


from Five more (the Matter whereof being fo neceflary, and- 


fit forevery one that is a Parliament-man to imbibe and weigh) 
to add to this Paper; the Author indeed intending by that Letter 


{ome other Service, ſuch as the taking away Pluralities, and the 
like Grievances, not this ; which I hope the Majority of 3 . 


in the Lords Houſe will judge to be None. 


„ 


— — . 
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nithed ; he lo 
God defend me, and every Member in the Lord's Houſe, from 
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"Before 1 produce the Letter, I muſt premiſe, that if ſuch a 
Br!! be carried, and comes to be drawn up into an Act, then 
are Two Cautions to be had. The firſt Caution is, that the Pe- 
nalties be moderate, and not as they were in the B/ laſt Seſ- 
fion. For which I pray let the Preamble of the Statute Pri- 
4 Marie be conſulted, where are theſe Two Rules. The one 

That rhe State of a King ftandeth more a by the Love 
of hit Subjetts than in the Dread of Laws. The other is, That 
Laws juſtly made, without Extreme Puniſhment, are for the 
moſt part better obeyed than thoſe-that- are made with that Ex- 


| — The ſecond Caution is; chat ſuch-a Bi// muſt be a 
Bill only looking forward 7 rd, and not a Rerroſpet Bill , that is, 


4 Bill to keep thoſe out from mms 49 — ar — go to 
eeti ut not to put out any already qual ifi Boing 
l ſo long as the Queen lives, to gratiſie her in her 


| Word) for this Reaſon, becauſe that is inconſiſtent with the 


AQ of Toleration. Take the Words of that Act, and the 
Words of the Bill, you will ſay there is nothing ET in the 
Words: But I fay, Quid opus ft Verbis, quum Fact a 
— ? Sg do you 5 ofa Words, when in the : Deed i — 5 85 
. A . qualif receiving t cra- 
4 at Church, may now go to Meetings; he is allow- 
ed ; there is no Penalty ; "he Aft of Toleration bears him out. | 
But if this Bi// (a Rerrojpettio Bull) comes into an Act, — 
he may N Meetings ele he is 
his Office "fo if if he goes any more. 


ſuch a Forehead that can preſume to fay, that, To be allowed, 
and not allowed; that a Man may, and he not; to be 


Os and not punifhable ; is no Contrad 


we 
Parliament-Ma n, 
CONCERNING 


Kedreſs of Grievances. 


Honoured Sir, 
I Pray give me your Pardon and Leave to put you in 

mind of ſomething fit to be ſpoken in the Houſe up- 
on occaſion, which you will have often, whereof no 
doubt but you have a deeper Underſtanding, and a grea- 
ter Ability to expreſs, than T. 

It is, we know, one great End of Calling Parlia- 
ments, that the Grievances of the People may be Heard 
and Redreſ#d; and the Matter I have to offer is ſuch 
as ought to be ſpoken, and to be impreſs'd on all the 
Members, ſo as they may not only know the Point, 
but lay it to Heart, and make a Conſcience of it, 
if ever we expect ſuch Healing Work to be ſet for- 


ward. 
| B T here 
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There is hardly ever any Publick Grievance, if it be 
of great Concern, but when it comes to be complain'd 
of, there is the Iutereſt of ſome Perſon or Perſons, 
which they call Property, ſtands in the way of the Re- 
dreſs; for this they ſay muſt not be infringed ; and 
therefore ſuch a Motion, or Bill, muſt not paſs. 

Here then is a Principle to be laid open, upon which 
all Polity or Government hath its Foundation, That 
there is a Umniverſale eminens Dominium, a Univerſal 
Eminent Dominion in the Supream Authority of every 
Nation for the Public Good, that muſt take place, and 
put an end to all Cavil, de Jure Privatorum. By Domi- 
nion, we do not mean Empire, but ſuch a Power as eve- 
ry Man hath over his own Goods, that is all one as 


Right of Poſſeſſion; and I ſay, there is a Dominion or 


Right in the Supream Authority, which is ſuperior to 
that which the Private Man hath in what he Poſſeſſes; 
ſo thãt tho' there is a Meum and Iuum between one 
Private Man and another, there is none between a Pri- 
vate Man and the Public. The Common wealth hath a 
Right in all, and the Supream Authority over all, for the 
Common Good. By the Sapream Authority in this Land, 


we own and underſtand, King, Lords and Commons, as 


one Corporation. If any One, or Body elſe, if a King 


Himſelf, takes that which is mine, I may go to Law with 


him; there is a Meum and Tuum between him and me: 
But if the Supream Authority, which is Abſolute, does ſo, 
it's warrantable for the Common Good ; I cannot go 
to Law with a Parliament. | 


To this ſame Purpoſe there is a Saying of Antowinus, 


| fit to be mention'd, and Cicero hath it in other Words: 


It is this, that What 7s not profitable to the Bee- hive, is not 
for the profit of the Bee. To To u opiva ovuttegy gs mh 
udn ovupiees. The Emolument of the Public muſt be 
preferr'd before the Private; ſo that whatſoever Profit 


Or 


(11) | 

or Property ( you will ſo call it) that the Private Perſon 
enjoys, it muſt not be allowed, but taken away, if it be 
to the Detriment of the Common-wealth, or if the Good 
of the Publick requires it. And this is a Principle to be 
held as a Rule of Conſcience to every Parliament-Man ; 
inſomuch, as in caſe any one does Vote againſt the Re- 
dreſs of a Publick Grievance, for the ſaving a Private 
Loſs, he commits a Parliament Sin, and he can have 
no good Conſcience, but in his ſuperior Regard 
to the Pablick: He may indeed have a Terderneſs and 
Pity for the Private Man's Loſs ; but if it proceed to the 
giving his Vote for the maintaining the Grievance, ſuch 
Pity to the Private Man, is to be Mexcileſs to his Coun- 
try, and Falſe to his Truſt, and he Sins againſt the Na- 
tion, 

If any Conſciencious Man fcruples this, there is one 
Inſtance may ſatisfie him, and that is of the Iſraelites, 
who when they went out of Egypt, did, by the Com- 
mand of God, borrow of the Egyptians their Jewels and 
Treaſure, and carried it away with them. No doubt 
but theſe things. were their Property; but ſo long as 
God's Dominion was ſuperior over theirs, and He 
diſpoſed thereof thus, the Egyptians had no longer Pro- 
perty therein; the Iſraelites committed no Robbery, 
but went away with their Own The Caſe is the like 
here. A Publick Grievance is to be remov'd ;, but the 
Property of ſome Private Perſons is pleaded againſt it; the 
* is the ſame ; there is a Super- eminent Dominion in 
the Abſolute Authority of the Nation; that is, a Domini- 
on over all the Private Man has; and when that Autho- 
rity takes it to a Pablick Uſe, the Property of the Private 
Man isat an end: The Common-wealth hath but Right 
done it, and no Wrong done to him. Let every Man 
therefore take heed how he enters upon any thing for 
his Private Profit and Advantage, that is prejudicial to 

the 
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the Publick, or wrongs others, as fearing and know- 


ing, if this Principle prevail, that he is like to be puniſh's 


with the Loſs of that Profit, if not otherwiſe alſo at 

the Sitting of the next Parliament. : 
It is true, That in the Redreſs of Grievances the Caſe 

ma ſometimes. be ſich, as the Loſs of the Private Manis 


ft to be conſidered, but the Griedance muſt firſt be re- 


dreſe de WEA that is done irreſpectively to any Private 


Concern, the Private Man, who ſuffers Damage, may Pe- 
nion, and offer Ways and Mears, (if he can) to make 


him whole, — to hinder the Publick Right, or Com» 


mon Good: Therelieving the private Loſs, is as the B- 
thing. of the Mint, the Aniſe, and the (ummin; but the 


qudg ent, the Mercy, and the Faith, lyes in removing the 


Grievances. This muſt be done, and the other (if it can; 
when it can, arid as it can) is alſo not to be left undone. 


Sir, I beſeech you let no Thoughts ariſe in your Mind 


about me for writing this, whom you know not, nor 1 


you, but by Hearfay, that you are one -whoſe words 
are of Weight in the Houſe. I have no Defign' upon you 


- otherwiſe, nor do I ſeek my ſelf, but the future Good 


only, which this Principle, if — parated by you, is 
like to effect. This Principle, if fully aid open and re- 


. ceiv'd, will be a Seed ſown, ſprin gipg 1 into cht Fruit, 
as the Nation ſwall be reaping, Part==cat aſter Parlia- 
ment, ſo long as we remain a Fr ne: And there 
20 no auger of that, I hope, while P: n lives. 


F I NI S 


„ . » 
> 244 * 


hers; eric ADVERTISEMENT 


m "0" a. 


—— — 


Here is the like (but leſs) Animadverſi on on the 


Book of Sir Humphrey Mackworth, Sold by the ſame 
Perſon. 


